Frank van der Kooij is a saxophonist and composer from Breda. Through the city's jazz scene he became in contact with the Breda-Canterbury project in 1985, which later resulted in the Hugh Hopper Band with the late Soft Machine bassist. Together with trombonist Robert Jarvis, Hugh Hopper and Frank van der Kooij founded the NDIO collective in the early 2000s. Other projects include Airkraft and collaborations with Mark Hewins (Bob Geldof Band), Richard Sinclair, Patrice Meyer, Rembrandt Frerichs, and many more.

This year sees a fresh new start by NDIO, led by Van der Kooij. The all-new NDIO band (see line-up below) rides a wave of momentum into 2022: British author/journalist Phil Howitt (founding editor of Facelift) is going to release a Hugh Hopper biography called ‘Dedicated To You But You Weren't Listening.’ Published by Jazz In Britain, also featuring interview bits with Van der Kooij. Next to that, Van der Kooij recently released a 2LP vinyl record called Zenith with previously unheard live material by the original NDIO band, recorded in 2003 at Breda’s Opmaat Festival. “The live material is even more special because it’s some of the best live recordings featuring Hugh Hopper out there,” Van der Kooij wrote for the successful crowdfunding campaign to fund the vinyl release. 

The release of Zenith (also featuring two previously unreleased songs) marks a kick-off of new concerts by the renewed NDIO band, playing original compositions by Hopper, Jarvis & Van der Kooij as well as completely new works. Van der Kooij enlisted a new line-up for upcoming concerts by NDIO: Jasper de Beer (Amsterdam Klezmer Band, Naked Ears) on bass, Argentinian pianist/composer Nico Chientaroli on piano and synths, Peter Broekhuizen (Artvark Saxophone Quartet) on baritone sax—a newly added instrument to the sound of NDIO—, Arno van Nieuwenhuize (formerly of the Metropole Orchestra) on drums, and original NDIO members Niels Brouwer (Boi Akih) on guitar and Frank van der Kooij himself on saxophone.

“The chemistry between us [in NDIO]. It was very intuitive,” Frank van der Kooij recalls in Phil Howitt’s liner notes for Zenith. “We never talked very much about the music. A journalist in Holland wrote about us that when he heard us perform it was like looking and listening to dolphins—dolphins can always find each other without any sign.” NDIO explores different styles of music, resulting in a fluid and “airy” fusion of jazz with elements of rock, folk, ambient, classical music, and live sampling. “With NDIO, Frank van der Kooij shows that his interest lies more in versatile musical narrative than in traditions,” as mentioned in his bio.

The 24-year-long collaboration between Hugh Hopper and Van Der Kooij ended abruptly after Hopper’s passing in 2009. “At the time, we had planned a tour with NDIO. Sadly, that tour never took place,” says Van der Kooij. But now, heading into 2022, the upcoming concerts finally get NDIO on the road.

Sound of Europe
In 2018, Van der Kooij founded the Sound of Europe festival in Breda. As the festival’s programmer and creative director, Van der Kooij shows he’s still got the finger on the pulse of what’s happening in improvisation-fueled music. Each year, the line-up is complemented by a Generation Next program to showcase talent of tomorrow. The festival was born from Van der Kooij’s non-profit organization Stichting Beaux Jazz, established in 1996 with the ambition to strengthen the position of jazz music in the region of West-Brabant, the Netherlands.
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